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Article I
Name, Boundaries and Address

Section 1
The name of this organization shall be the District 3 Women of Today

Section 2
The Minnesota Women of Today shall determine the boundaries of District 3

Section 3
The mailing address of this organization shall be the address of the current district director.

Article II
Purposes, Mission Statements and Creeds

Section 1
The purposes of this corporation shall be to encourage, foster and support the growth and establishment of Women of Today chapters in Minnesota and throughout the United States. 

Section 2
The mission of the Minnesota Women of Today is to help women improve their own lives and the lives of the people in the communities around them. This organization shall be a place in which young women are actively encouraged to become involved and hold positions of leadership. This organization shall provide opportunities for members to: 

A. Contribute to their communities by raising funds for worthy causes and by providing services or education to benefit community members. 

B. Develop and foster skills and talents related to becoming successful individuals, interacting well with other people and becoming capable leaders. 

C. Develop friendships and find personal support within the organization. 

Section 3
Minnesota Women of Today Creed

We, the Women of Today, are service, growth and fellowship. We believe that through us great lessons can be learned, worthy deeds performed and a hand of fellowship extended to millions of women everywhere. May we leave the word a better place because we have lived and served within it.

Section 4
United States Women of Today Creed

We, the United States Women of Today, are dedicated to serving our community and nation, are committed to strengthening our individual talents, and stand united by our friendship and belief in the future.  

Article III
Membership

Section 1
This organization is a member of the Minnesota Women of Today in regard to the dues, support of projects whenever possible, and the compliance with the bylaws and policies.

Article IV
Meetings

Section 1
Quorum

A. No district business shall be conducted without a quorum present.

B. A quorum shall be established as a simple majority of the total number of chapters presently in District 3.

Section 2
District Meetings

A. To be held four (4) times a year, at least two (2) weeks prior to each state convention.

B. An officer orientation shall be held as soon as possible after Minnesota June Officer Training Sessions (MNJOTS).

Section 3
District council Meetings shall be held at such times as determined by the district director. 

Section 4
Special meetings, any meeting other than the regular meetings may be called by the district director.
Section 5
Hosting

A. The hosting of the district meeting will rotate alphabetically by chapter.
B. Newly formed chapters can host a meeting no sooner than one year after they are chartered.
C. Upon request of the state president, district meetings will be held jointly with other districts for the purposes of visitations. 

Article V
Representation

Section 1
Each member chapter is entitled to one (1) vote on each matter of business at the district meeting. 

Section 2
Any member of a chapter may make motions at district meetings, may enter into discussions, and may volunteer for district program manager positions or committees, with the backing of her/his chapter whenever possible.

Section 3
The chapters’ state delegate of his/her alternate shall cast each chapter vote. 

Section 4
Absentee and proxy votes will not be accepted. 

Article VI
Officers and Duties

Section 1
The officers of this organization shall be the District Director, Programming Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Parliamentarian, and past District Director.
Section 2
The duties of the officers shall include the following:

A. District Director

1. Presides at all meetings of this organization. 

2. Acts as the State President’s representative in the district

3. Assists with the extension of chapter within the district.

4. Does a minimum of two (2) chapter visitations a year to each chapter in the district; at least one (1) visitation must be a regular business meeting. 

5. Attends as many executive and state meetings as possible, and when unable, appoints a substitute to attend 

6. Works with the past district director to find nominees for the following positions:  Programming Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Parliamentarian for the following year.

7. Appoints such standing and special committees, as she deems necessary. 

8. Calls special meetings of the district council as needed.
9. Assists and coordinates publishing of the district newsletter with the district program manager.
10. Completes all reports as required in the state and district bylaws and policies. 

B. Programming Vice President

1. Is in charge of all District Program Managers (DPM’s );

2. Oversees all DPM activity

3. Responsible for DPM incentives/awards; and 

4. Responsible for submitting DPM reports for the areas with no DPM’s. 

C. Secretary

1. Records official minutes of all meetings of the organization. 

2. Responsible for distribution of same to chapters, district council, Administrative Vice President and State President and state secretary.

D. Treasurer

1. Maintains district checking account

2. Reports activities at all district meetings

3. Responsible for notifying chapters of dues, and collecting said dues;

4. Publishes a year-end district financial report, with the approval of the District Director, to be mailed to be presented at the summer district meeting
5. Assists district director at her/his request.
E. Parliamentarian

1. Acts in such capacity at all meetings

2. Advises district director and works with him/her in selecting proper procedure to transact business.
3. Chairs the bylaw review committee, of which said committee will review the district bylaws and policies annually.
F. Past District Director

1. Chairs the district nominating committee:

2. Performs the duties of the district director in case of her/his absence; and

3. Shall call special meetings to elect a new district director within thirty (30) days if she/he must resign.

Article VII
District Council

Section 1
The district counsel shall consist of the District Director, Programming Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Parliamentarian, Past District Director, all District Program Managers, chapter presidents and state delegates. 

Section 2
The district council shall perform the duties and/or exercise powers directed or delegated by member chapters, or provided for in the bylaws and policies of this organization. 

Section 3
The chapters may veto or override, by simple majority, any action taken by the district council. 

Article VIII  Finances

Section 1
The district director and secretary or, treasurer shall be required to cosign all checks. The programming vice president shall sign checks in the absence of the district director and secretary or treasurer. 

Section 2
District Treasury

A. District 3 will have 1 general checking account to be known as the treasury. 

B. Each chapter shall be assessed $60 for district dues.

1. Chapters will have an option to pay in full by the summer district meeting or pay $30 by the summer district meeting and $30 by the fall district meeting. 

2. If a chapter has not paid their dues according to #1, they will not be allowed to vote. 

3. Chapters charted during the first and second quarter shall not be assessed district dues. Full dues will be paid the following year, unless chartered in third or fourth quarter. Then dues will be waived the following year also. 

C. District function profits from any district ways & means function shall be deposited in the district treasury.

D. Monies in the district treasury shall be used to pay for:

1. District director registration at MNJOTS and December Exec

2. District director executive council nametag, polo or sweatshirt, and meals at convention.

3. Other district director expenses deemed necessary

4. District program manager budgets, not to exceed $10 per district program manager

5. Chapter Mile, Chapter attendance and first timer’s awards.

6. Mileage expenses at $0.15 per mile – not to exceed $25 for executive council speakers at a district meeting. 

7. Gift for the state president, not to exceed $15 when she visits District 3.

8. Gift for the administrative vice president not to exceed $10 when she visits District 3

9. Speakers outside the organization not to exceed $15 for mileage.

10. President’s pin presented to each newly extended chapter within the district.

11. Gift for outgoing district director, which shall be purchased by the district director’s chapter to be presented at the spring district meeting. Gift should not exceed $20. If gift exceeds this amount, the chapter shall absorb the rest of the cost. 

12. $5 donation for the state president’s year end gift. 

E. Any petition for money from the treasury shall be reviewed and approved by the district director and treasurer if not included in letter “D”.

Section 3
A districts Extension Fund shall be established within the district treasury and maintained by the treasurer whenever there is a district wide extension. 

A. Each supporting chapter shall be assessed a start-up fee of $10 the first quarter of a district wide extension.

B. If further funding needs arise, the district-wide extension committee may promote a fundraiser.

C. The district Extension fund shall be used for:

1. Mileage expense of $0.15 per mile, total not to exceed $25.

2. Postage, copying and other committee approved expenses.

Section 4
All members of the corporation shall be reimbursed for actual and authorized expenses incurred in behalf of the corporation.

A. Receipts should be turned in our mailed to the treasurer with a voucher two weeks prior to reimbursement. 

B. If monies are not currently available in the treasury at the time the voucher is presented, it will be paid retroactively to the member. 

Section 5
Conduct an internal audit to the audit the books and review the year-end statement at the end of each fiscal year, and at the discretion of the board of directors. 

Section 6
End of year monies – any monies remaining in the funds shall be carried over from year to year with the option of reducing assessments for the treasury if the fund is adequate. 

Article IX
Election of District Director

Section 1
The district director is elected for the term of one (1) year at the spring district meeting. The term begins immediately after the business meeting of the annual convention of the Minnesota Women of Today.

Section 2
A districts nominating committee can be established. The committee shall include the district director and three members appointed by the district director, each from a different chapter. The past district director shall serve as chair.

Section 3
The nominee(s) must meet the following qualifications

A. Be a member in good standing in his/her local Minnesota Women of Today chapter for at least two (2) terms or more on assuming position.

B. Have personal backing of his/her chapter, as indicated by a letter of support.

C. Have served as a local officer for one year. 

Section 4
Nominations may be accepted from the floor when made by a chapter in good standing and seconded by another chapter in good standing. 

Section 5
The district director is elected by a simple majority of the chapters present and voting, provided a quorum is present. 

A. No absentee or proxy votes will be accepted.

B. Voting is done by secret ballot unless there is only 1 candidate. Then it can be a voice vote.

Article X
Amendments and Suspensions of Bylaws

Section 1
These bylaws may be amended, revised or appealed by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote at the chapters present and voting at any district meeting, provided a quorum is present and providing a written notice specifying changes proposed shall be given each chapter at least thirty (30) days prior to that meeting. 

Section 2
These bylaws may be suspended by a two-thirds (2/3) vote at any district meeting, providing a quorum is present.

Article XI
Authority

Section 1
The Minnesota Women of Today bylaws and policies shall have final authority over the bylaws and policies of District 3.

Section 2
Robert’s Rules of Order – Newly Revised: shall govern the meetings, except where in conflict with these bylaws and policies. 

Article XII
Dissolution

Section 1
Upon dissolution of the District 3 Women of Today, any remaining assets are to be given to organization(s) organized exclusively for charitable, educational or scientific purposes as shall at the time qualify as exempt under Section 501.C.3 of the Internal Revenue Code.

